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SAAC HARTER CO., of 
Fostoria, Ohio, have late- 
ly completed their new 
mill, planned by U. H. 
Odell and built by the 
Stilwell & Bierce Mfg. 
Co., of Dayton. It is, as 
will be seen by the illus- 
trations herewith given, 
a truly magnificent struc- 
ture and one admirably 
adapted to carry out the 
intricate art of milling in 
the highest perfection. 

This widely known and 
thoroughly represen ta- 
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tive firm received its 
name from the late Isaac 
Harter, of Canton, Ohio, 
a fine portrait of whom 
is here presented. Mr. 
Harter was known as a 
man whose business ca- 
reer of nearly sixty years 
as farmer, grain dealer, 
merchant and _ banker, 
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was marked by such high 
regard for truthfulness, probity and fair dealing as to make his name the 
synonym for commercial uprightness and honorable methods. The firm, 
three of whose members are closely related to Isaac Harter the elder, felt 
that in bestowing upon the enterprise the name of a man so widely known 
and of integrity so unimpeachable, a sufficient guarantee would be offered 
to the public of its own aims and intenticns. It is very certain that the 
business of the company, which will always bear his name, will be conducted 
in the spirit and by the methods which made the name of Isaac Harter 
honored. 

The officers of the company are M. D. Harter (treasurer of the Ault- 
man & Taylor Oo., of Mansfield), president; A. Mennel, secretary; H. A. 
Deardorf, treasurer, and W. C. Brown, assistant treasurer; the list of 
directors including the four above named officers, together with G. D. 
Harter, president of the First National bank of Canton; Ex-Gov. Charles 
Foster, of Fostoria, and Isaac Harter, of Isaac Harter & Sons, bankers, of 
Canton. The standing and prominenggf these gentlemen will sufficiently 
indicate the character and quality of the Isaac Harter Co. 

In looking the country over for the best location for a winter wheat 
mill, the company exercised the utmost care. It was a question of the best 
place to erect a $200,000 plant, and motive power, accessibility, railroad 
facilities and uniform wheat supply were all thoroughly and exhaustively 
considered. In selecting Fostoria as the site for this plant, not one of the 
above requirements is wanting. The motive power is natural gas, reducing 
the cost of steam to a minimum. In fact it ought not to cost as much to 
keep a natural gas plant in repair as it would to keep up a dam where there 
is a good flow of water. 

The mill, elevator and office are accessible from all sides, there being 
no building within 1,000 feet of the property. The railroad facilities ara 





unsurpassed by any mill in the country, as there are five roads running into 
Fostoria, any one of which can run cars on the side tracks of the mill, 
without switching charges, and take them away loaded with flour or millstuff 
at no expense. The mill has nearly a mile of sidetracks on its own ground, 
where cars of wheat can be stored should the elevator be ful. The fact of 
so many roads running into the town, each bringing its complement of 
wheat, prevents the shortage of cars which happens so frequently with 
large mills in isolated localities. 

Those acquainted with the expenses and requirements of milling, will 
readily perceive what immense advantages are enjoyed by this company in 
its natural gas supply and its remarkable shipping facilities alone. But 
to these are added many others. There are few winter wheat mills that 
have as good a wheat territory tributary to them as has this one. It can 
draw from Indiana and Illinois if necessary, while the wheat of southern and 


western Ohio can be stopped here on its way to the large lake elevators, and 


in the event of a failure of either or all of these sources of supply, the 
three largest winter wheat markets in the United States, Detroit, Toledo and 
Sandusky, are but a few miles distant, making it apparent that a lack of 
supplies of high grade wheat need never delay the running of the mill an 
hour. This one feature will commend the mill in the mind of the thinking 
flour dealer, for when he has acquired an established trade on its products, 
he is assured of a supply even when other mills are closed down, owing to 
local scarcity of wheat. 

The mill proper is built entirely of brick and is seven stories in height, 
the surface measurements being 75 by 225 feet. It is built after plans of the 
best mill engineering skill in the country and cannot be excelled for 
strength and durability. Adjoining it, on the west, is the engine room and 
boiler house, also built of brick but entirely separated from the main 
structure, the driving belt running between the buildings. 

On the east end of the mill is the elevator, of 125,000 bus capacity, and 
fitted with all the modern app’iances for handling rapidly this immense 
quantity of grain. At the east of the elevator is a wide driveway, affording 
every facility for the receipt Of such wheat as may be offered by farmers. 

On the opposite side of the driveway is the office building, also of 
brick, and furnished throughout with hard wood. The counting room of the 
firm, and the suites of offices of the company are situated in this building. 
Its complete appointments and elegant finish constitute it one of the finest 
office structures in America. 

The motive power for the mill and elevator is steam, derived from five 
boilers, built by the Aultman & Taylor Co., of Mansfield, Ohio. The engine 
is from the celebrated works of C. H. Brown & Co., Fitchburg, Mass., and is 
the finest the company could turn out. 

The equipment of the mill proper was an object of the most careful 
study. The plans and machinery of the best engineers and millbuilders 
of the country were minutely inspected and no expense was spared in the 
final se‘ection. From the grain cleaning machinery to the flour packers, 
the most careful scrutiny was maintained, and every effort tended to 
secure as thoroughly complete an equipment as money could buy. 

The mill and elevator are fitted throughout with Grinnell automatic 
sprinklers, and they are so thoroughly distributed that it would be almost 
impossible for a fire to gain any headway. Mill, elevator and office are 
lighted by the company’s own Sawyer-Man incandescent electric light plant, 
there being about 150 of these lights distributed over the premises. 

Particular attention was given to the quality of the roofing of the mill 
and sheathing and roofing of the elevator, all of which were supplied by 
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the Bodine Roofing Co., of Mansfield, and which was used in preference 
to slate, shingles, tin, iron or other materials. 

In all cases the best article of its kind was selected, and in only one 
case, that of scales, was the company placed in much doubt, and it solved 
the doubt by using part Fairbanks and part Howe. 

From this brief description of the property it will be seen that this 
company has the most desirable of locations, cheap fuel, the best of rail- 
road facilities, a fully and finely equipped mill, and in fact all the requisites 
of flour at a minimum cost of manufacture, with facilities for getting it to 


the eastern markets or seaboard on the shortest possible notice. 

The company further states: ‘‘We are making the finest export grades 
that are being made from winter wheat, and they can be depended upon 
for uniformity. Each of our millers has had wide experience in the milling 
of all classes of wheat, and the other positions in the business are held by 
persons of long experience and approved skill; all of which, taken together 
with the fact that every day’s flour is carefully tested and baked at the mill, 





and that only selected wheat is used (the location of the mi!l permitting 
the utmost latitude in this all important particular), will sufficiently account 
for the uniform excellence of the flours, which took their place among 
those most highly esteemed in the most discriminating markets from the 
day the mill began to offer its products. We are jealous of our good name 
and the reputation of making pure, as well as perfectly dressed, flours by 
the most approved methods, from the most carefully selected wheats grown 
in the best wheat district in America. Under no consideration will flour 
which is in any way imperfect be allowed to leave the mill. 
branded ‘‘Harter’s A No. 1” (as well as our other brands and gras) have 
already acquired a reputation with the domestic flour trade, and we shall 
always be pleased to mail samples and quote prices to intending purchasers, 


Our patent 


either at home or abroad.”’ 

In closing the description of this representative mill it should be stated 
that the views of the buildings, as well as the drawings of the interior, were 
made from excellent photographs taken by H. J. Deal, of Bucyrus, O. 














